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Food and Films – Teacher's Guide
Overview

Fact: everyone eats. Fact: many people watch films. How are food and films connected? What do food and films have in common? In this activity the students will explore films in which the theme centers on food. They will examine what effect food has on the characters, plot and development of the film. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Proficiency (Grades 10-12)

Time

Three 45-minute lessons (or more)

Group Size

Individual or small groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... identify themes and literary terms

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... show, interpret and analyze literary texts.

... express personal ideas about cultural or social themes in literary texts.

... compare literature and other cultural products with real life experiences. 

Procedure

Ask the students if they are familiar with any film(s) whose theme is connected to food. Why was food or this particular food so important to the film? How did it affect the plot and characters in the film? 

Here is a list of films whose central theme is food or a certain type of food. Ask your students and / or friends, if they have any of these films. If possible, rent at least one of them. If you are familiar with any other film, add it to the list. 

· Babette's Feast (1988)
· Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (1971)

· Soul Food (1997)

· Chocolat (2001)

· Big Night (1996)

· Who Is Killing the Great Chefs of Europe? 

· What's Cooking? (2000)

· Fried Green Tomatoes (1991)

· Diner (1982)

· Eat Drink Man Woman(1994)

Show the film in class or ask the students to view at least one of these films at home. Give the students the following activity sheet, Food and Film, to guide them.

The following Internet sites can help them learn more about the film:

· The UVic Writer's Guide
· The Internet Movie Database
· The British Film Institute
· Filmsite
· Institute of Film Studies
· Scope - a "fully refereed on-line journal of film studies edited by staff and postgraduate students within the institute of Film Studies at the University of Nottingham". See, in particular, the articles archive, the book reviews, and the booklist (bibliography). 

· The Online Film Dictionary
Presentation

Ask the student to write a 150 - 200 word summary of their findings.

Ask the student to present to the class a summary of the film, how food is an intricate part of its central theme and how it affects the plot and relationships between the characters. 

Variations on a Theme

Read a book that was turned into a film and discuss the similarities and differences. 

Based on Book is good place to find out if a book became a film.

Student's Worksheet

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Food and Films
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
I choose the film ___________________________________________. 

What is the genre of the film?
	___ Comedy
	___ Parody
	___ Romance
	___ Drama
	___ Horror


	___ Lampoon
	___ Satire
	___ Epic
	___ Melodrama
	___ Thriller


	___ Tragedy
	___ Fable
	___ Problem Play
	___ Tragicomedy


	Other: ______________

	
	


The following questions will help you explore the relationship between food and your film. 

1.  What are the characteristics of this type of film?

2. How does this film reflect this type of genre? Relate to at least five of the following: theme, plot, setting, characterization, humor, imagery, irony, paradox

3. Who are the characters in the film? What are their roles?

4. What is their relationship to each other?

5. What food is prevalent in this film?

6. How does the food affect the characters individually, in pairs and/or groups?

7. Choose one scene and describe how the food influences the reactions of the characters.
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