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Bedtime Stories – Teacher's Guide

Overview

Many children are read bedtime stories. Some are scary, some are funny and others have a moral. In this activity the students will discuss the bedtime stories they were told as children and find out what makes a good bedtime story. They will be asked to compare and contrast the themes and characteristics of these stories and read some modern and classical stories on-line.

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Intermediate and Proficiency (Grades 8-11)

Time

Two 45-minute lessons (or more)

Group Size

Individual or groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... fill out a questionnaire.

... ask and answer questions.

... follow links on the Internet.

... analyze literary material.

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... identify themes of children's stories.

... show, interpret and analyze literary texts.

... identify and compare variations in text themes over several generations. 

... express personal ideas about cultural or social themes in literary texts.

... compare literature and other cultural products with real life experiences. 

Procedure

Ask the students if they remember being told bedtime stories as young children. Ask them if they remember being told stories in kindergarten. Some students may not remember and others may not have been told stories. On the blackboard list the following information: 

· From what age to what age were they read stories?

· Which stories do they remember as their favourites?

· What type of stories were these (funny, scary, morality)?

· What made their favourite story so special?

You may discuss the following topics: 

· The different types of bedtime/childhood stories they heard and their characters. 

· Why are many of the childhood/bedtime stories' characters animals and not people? 

· What do you think is the purpose of a bedtime story?

· Have bedtime stories changed over the years? 

Have the students fill out the Bedtime Story Questionnaire. If they don't remember the answers, suggest they ask their parents. 

After they finish the questionnaire, in groups of four or six, Collect the information and compare the following:

· Are there any differences or similarities between the responses of boys and girls?

· Are there any differences or similarities between firstborn middle and last child in the family?

If any of the students have younger brothers or sisters, ask them to find out which stories are read to them. Ask them to compare the stories read to them when they were younger. Are the characters similar? Are the themes similar?

Presentation

Ask the students to write a 150 word composition on one of these two topics: 

· The students compare their answers to the questionnaire to their parents' answers.
· The students compare the changes in similar stories read over several generations. 

Variations on a Theme
1. Online bedtime stories: Send the students to Bedtime Story site. 
a. Ask the students to choose and read one of these bedtime stories and compare it with stories they heard as children. 
b. Are the themes similar or different? How?
2. Cinderella stories over the centuries (high level material). Send the students to The Cinderella Project. This is a site where students can read different versions of the Cinderella story and see the changes made to the original story over time. 
a. Ask the students to present a timeline showing when each version was written.

b. Write an explanation of how the changes in the story related to historical facts or social expectations of society.

Student's Worksheet

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Bedtime Stories
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Bedtime Stories – Questionnaire 

Many children are told bedtime stories before they go to sleep. Some stories are read from a book, others are made up by parents. Do you remember if your parents told you bedtime stories? If you don't, ask your parents.
1. Did your parents read you bedtime stories when you were younger? Yes / No

a. If yes, did they read to you from a book?

b. If no, what did your parents do to get you to quiet down before going to sleep 


2. Did they tell you stories or sing songs to you before you went to sleep?
Yes / No


3. How old were when you your parents stopped reading or telling bedtime stories? 


4. Who read you the stories?


5. What was your favorite bedtime or childhood story?


6. What was the theme of the story? 
Was it funny, scary, moralistic or other? 


7. Why was this bedtime story your favorite?


8. Who where the characters in the story?


9. What was your favorite part of the story?


10. Why was is your favorite?


If you can, read the bedtime story again. What do you think of it now? 
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