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Are Fairy Tales, Legends and Myths Meant Only For Young Children? Teacher's Guide

Overview

In this activity the students are going to read fairy tales, legends and myths from around the world. They are going to compare the heroes and heroines, the dangers and problems they encounter and how they solve them. At the end the students will decide: Are these tales meant for young children only? 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Intermediate and Proficiency (Grades 7-11)

Time

Two or three 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Pairs or small groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... follow links on the Internet.

... compare human characteristics. 

... compare themes.

Objectives

The students will be able to ...

... describe themes and characteristics of characters in stories.

... compare themes between stories.

... express feelings, likes and dislikes.

... use information tools, such as a dictionary.

Procedure

Explain to the class that every culture has its own fairy tales, legends and myths. These are often told or read to young children in order to teach them about human nature. They are read to them as a bed-time story or in the afternoon during quiet time.

Brainstorm any fairy tales, legends and myths that they were told as young children. Write these on the blackboard. If there is a story that most of the 
students are unfamiliar with, ask the student who suggested it to tell the story. This may be done in English or Hebrew.

Can the class identify similar themes running through some of the stories?

In pairs or small groups ask the students to choose one story that they are familiar with from the list. Give the students 10-15 minutes to do Activity One. Discuss their answers. 

Explain to the class that different countries have different fairy tales that express similar themes. They are going to select a fairy tale from one of the Internet sites below and answer the questions in Activity Two. If you class does not have Internet access, print at least five different stories from the Internet sites below to distribute in class. You may want to make several copies of each story.

These Internet resources may be used:

· Whootie Owl's Stories to Grow By 

· Stories in a Nutshell 

· Animals, Myths & Legends 

Presentation

Re-write one of the fairy tales as a modern-day cartoon, play or short story.

If it were not originally written as a fairy tale, explain why you would not tell this story to a young child.

Variations on a Theme

· Discuss how film has changed the concept of the fairy tale. Choose a film and re-write it as a fairy tale for young children.

· Compare the themes of the fairy tales from the different countries. Are they very different?

Student's Worksheet

Are Fairy Tales, Legends and Myths Meant Only For Young Children?

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Are Fairy Tales, Legends and Myths
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Name of story: ____________________________________________________

Country of origin: __________________________________________________

· Who are the main characters and what are their characteristics?

_________________ -  ______________________________________

_________________ - ______________________________________

_________________ - ______________________________________

_________________ - ______________________________________

_________________ - ______________________________________

· Choose two characters and describe their relationship to each other.

· What must the evil character prevent the hero / heroine from doing? 

· How does he / she do this?

· How does the evil character scare the hero / heroine?

· How does the hero / heroine overcome the evil character?

· What is the moral of the story?

· If this was a modern-day story, what would you call it? 

· Would you tell this story to a three-year-old child if it wasn't a fairy tale? Yes / No  Explain:
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