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Slanglish – Teacher's Guide

Overview

English is spoken by over 300 million people in the world. But not all English is spoken the same way. Many expressions that have crept into the English language are not proper English but slang. These expressions are used in speech, email messages, chats and sometimes in the classroom. Do you understand Slanglish?  In this activity students will learn about slang expressions in English. They will re-write a letter that uses slang expressions and then write at letter to a friend.
Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Please note: There are many sites on the Internet that list slang words and their definitions. Some of these sites list words not appropriate for classroom use. 

Level

Intermediate or Proficiency (Grades 8-11)

Time

One 45-minute lesson 

Group Size

Individual or pairs

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... identify different text types.

... use information tools.

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... understand the structure and conventions of different text types.

... react to the content of something read.

Procedure

Write these sentences on the board: 
· Did you catch that flick last night? 
· He was talking a lot of mumbo jumbo. 
How would they say these sentences in their native language? Ask the students to explain what these sentences mean? Which words in these sentences do they think aren't standard English? 
Define is slang. Discuss when it is permissible and not permissible to use slang. Are there times when it is inappropriate to speak or write using slang? 

Give the students the activity Slanglish. First, ask them to read the letter and interpret it. Next, ask them to re-write the letter in good, understandable, English without slang. 

The following Internet site will help them understand it: Yahoo Dictionary
Presentation

Ask the students to write a letter using Slanglish and give it to another pupil. Ask the second person to respond. Were both students able to understand the letter and respond appropriately?

Variations on a Theme

· Re-write and perform a familiar dialogue from a play or novel using Slanglish. 

· Ask the students to watch a television program and identify which Slanglish words they hear. 

· Write a short dialogue using Slanglish about school, family or friends. Present the short play. Can the pupils understand it?

Slanglish – Student's Activity
To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Slangish
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Read this letter. The words in bold are American or British slang. Do you know what these words mean? The Yahoo Dictionary can help you.

Check for slang or informal language. Then re-write the letter replacing the slang.

Hey David,

What's up? Glad to hear that you got that new job. That's awesome. You're a whiz at computers. I bet you'll make a mint.

Sara and Martin are going to the mountain this afternoon. They want to go hiking and catch some rays. Wanna go? I'll give Martin your phone number. Sara's a bit of an airhead and he can be a nerd, but a real pro in the hills. The trip costs peanuts. They've invited me, but I'm wiped out.

I'm in a jam, and really steamed at my history teacher. He made me rewrite the paper on World War II. So uncool.! I kicked back and cooled down last weekend and didn't do the paper right. He said that the Internet sources that I used weren't good and that I copied too much. He gave me a list of things to look for on an Internet site so I can be sure the facts are correct. But you can't knock me for trying.

I'm out of here. I'm gonna to take forty winks before I start cramming for my math test.

Bye,

Greg
[image: image1.jpg]