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Modern Communication Acronyms

Teacher's Guide

Overview

In this activity the students will learn some of the more common acronyms used in email messages, chats and sms messages and what they mean. You may discuss whether these acronyms are acceptable in other forms of writing. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Foundation and Intermediate (Grades 6-10)

Time

One 45-minute lesson

Group Size

Pairs

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... identify an email.

... identify an email address.

... identify the format of an email.

... identify the format of a letter or note.

... write sentences. 

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... identify specific details.

... write an email.

... identify the appropriate language for email message.

Procedure

Ask the students if anyone has sent email, taken part in a chat (like ICQ) or sent a sms message. Is the writing style different from the writing style in a letter? If yes, ask the students to explain how and why it is different. Ask the students if they use the same language or style of writing when they write an email or a letter to a friend or an adult. Why? 

Discuss the difference in writing styles between an email and a letter. Do they think there should be a difference in writing style between emails and letters? Discuss why they think this.

Give the students the activity Modern Communications Acronyms. Ask them to give their message in section C of this activity to a friend and ask them to respond.

Presentation

Write an email to a friend using acronyms.

Write the same message, as a letter, without using acronyms. 

Possible answers to student activity

Hi Mark,

RUOK now? You said you were ill yesterday. I am coming to the party Friday night. BTW Tammy is coming too. She's my new girlfriend. I talked to David. He doesn’t know about the surprise. I can talk F2F with u about it after the party. The tennis game was great last Tuesday. IMHO you play a great game. Danny wants to play next week, ok? Tell me B4 Sunday.

CU at 9 tonight.

HAGN 

Randy

Modern Communication Acronyms – Activity

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Modern Communication Acronyms 
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Part A: Go to the Internet page: Fun with Words

Find the meanings of these acronyms.

	Acronym
	Meaning

	F2F
	

	TNX
	

	B4
	

	CU
	

	AFAIK
	

	RUOK
	

	GG
	


Part B. Complete the message with the correct acronyms from the Internet site.

	From:
	Randy

	To:
	Mark@1234.com



	Subject
	FYI



	Attachment
	none



	Hi Mark,

_______ now? You said you were ill yesterday. I am coming to the party Friday night. _______ Tammy is coming too. She's my new girlfriend. I talked to David. He doesn’t know about the surprise. I can talk ________ with ____ about it after the party. The tennis game was great last Tuesday. _______ you play a great game. Danny wants to play next week. ok? Tell me _______ Sunday.

_______ at 9 tonight.

_______, 

Randy
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