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Headlines Don't Always Tell the Story

Teacher's Guide

Overview

If the headline of a newspaper article is not correctly written the readers won't know what the article is about. Learning to write a good headline is the secret. In this activity students will read funny headlines from actual newspapers, identify what the articles should be about and write articles according to what the headline actually states.

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Intermediate and Proficiency (Grades 8-12) 

Time

One or two 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Individual or pairs 

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... identify the syntactical meaning of phrases.

... identify the meaning of a newspaper article from its headline. 

Objectives

The student will be able to ... 

... identify the ambiguous meanings of newspaper headlines.

... understand how discourse markers affect the meaning of a text.

... understand how cohesion and coherence operate in English.

Procedure

Discuss what types of newspaper headlines catch the students' eyes and get them interested in reading the article. Discuss why headlines are short and what their purpose is.

Ask the students if they have ever read a headline that didn't help them understand what the article was about? Did they every read a headline that had no relation to the article? Did they ever read a headline and expect the article to be about a certain subject, only to find the article to be about something else? Can they give examples?

Certainly the answers are obvious, but understanding the different meanings can be fun and a challenge

Headlines can be understood in more than one way, for example:

Eye drops off shelf — Does this mean that: 

· eye drops are taken off the shelf

· an eye drops off a shelf 

Local high school dropouts cut in half — Does this mean that: 

· the number of local high school students who dropout has decreased by half 

· local high school dropouts have been physically cut in half 

Sometimes headlines try to play on words but the meaning of the headline does not portray the subject of the article, causing confusion.

1. Give the students the activity below. Ask them to guess what the real meaning of the headlines.

2. Print the following pages from Internet sites which list actual newspaper headlines.

Plain Language Humor: Funny Headlines
Witty Quotes Haven: Funny Headlines 

Innocent English - Funny Headlines
Some of the headlines mentioned in these sites will be similar. 

Presentation

Ask the students to choose at least five headlines from the list. Have them write the first sentence of two possible articles which could be written from the different meanings of the headline. 

For more advanced students — ask them to write two newspaper articles (at least the first paragraph) according to the different ways that the headlines can be read.

Variations on a Theme

Give the students some actual articles, without headlines, and ask them to write the headline. You may want to read Who needs headline?. This article describes what a good headline is.

	1. Milk drinkers are turning to powder
	People who drink milk are becoming powder. 
People who drink milk are drinking more powdered milk.

	
	

	2. Stolen painting found by tree
	A stolen painting was found near a tree. 
A tree found the stolen painting.

	
	

	3. Drunk gets nine months in violin case 
	A drunk must stay nine months in a violin case. 
A drunk gets nine months in jail for stealing a violin.

	
	

	4. Iraqi head seeks arms
	An Iraqi with no arms is looking for some arms for his body. 
An Iraqi official is looking for weapons.

	
	

	5. Two Soviet ships collide - one dies 
	Two Soviet ships hit and one of the ships dies. 
Two Soviet ships hit and one person dies.

	
	

	6. Enraged cow injures farmer with axe 
	An angry cow with an axe hurts a farmer. 
A farmer with an axe is hurt by an angry cow.


Headlines Don't Always Tell the Story – Activity

What do you think is the real meaning of these headlines?
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