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Famous Local Landmarks – Teacher's Guide
Overview

In every community, whether a village, neighborhood, town, or city, there is a building, a water tower, a falafel stand, a tree or some landmark that everyone knows. These places may not be world famous, but to the residents of the community they are true landmarks. Few residents may know why this is the one place that most people can give directions by or everyone can identify. In this activity, the students will choose a landmark from their community, research its history and find out what makes it so special. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Foundation, Intermediate and Proficiency (Grades 6-10)

Time

Two 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Individual or pairs 

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... write Yes / No or Wh-questions.

... understand a timeline.

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... use information tools.

... write questions.

... prepare a questionnaire. 

... understand the importance of places in their community.

... prepare a presentation.

Procedure

Ask the students if there is a building, store, tree or something else that is easily recognizable by everyone in their neighbourhood or community. Discuss why this landmark is famous in their community. Why is this landmark so well known? Do they know its history?

Ask the students to choose one landmark in their community. 

Part 1: Learn about your landmark.

The students should go to the library, community centre, municipality or a resident of the community to collect information about the landmark. They should find out when and why it was built, planted or developed and by whom?

Part Two: How much does your community know about the landmark? 

The students should prepare a short questionnaire (about 10 questions) asking people in the community what they know about the landmark and why is it so special to them and the community. 

Presentation

The students will present their famous local landmark by handing in a written report and making a presentation. 

The written report must include:

· historical background of the landmark

· community's relationship to the landmark

· personal reflection or the importance of the landmark to the community

· optional: timeline

The presentation may be presented as:

· an oral report

· a PowerPoint or other multimedia presentation

· a physical demonstration (display), including explanations

· a play (role-play)

· a tourist brochure

Variations on a Theme

· Your community would like to attract tourists to see the famous local landmark. Prepare a campaign to attract tourists. Include at least a brochure and newspaper advertisement. Optional: TV or radio campaign, website.

· Choose a famous landmark in Israel or another country. Prepare a campaign to attract tourists. Include at least a brochure and newspaper advertisement. Optional: TV or radio campaign, website.
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