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Did It Happen in Your Lifetime? – Teacher's Guide

Overview

Many important historical events happen around the world in a person's lifetime. The students will be asked to identify the year historical events happened and whether these events happened in their lifetime and or in their parents' lifetime. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Foundation and Intermediate (Grades 5-9)

Time

One or two 45-minute lessons (including homework)

Group Size

Individual or groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... identify historical events and dates.

... ask simple questions.

... draw a timeline.

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... ask and answer questions in order to gather and share personal information and opinions.

... identify when historical events took place. 

... compare and contrast information.

... use information tools.

... express ideas and opinions about familiar topics and experiences.

Procedure

Discuss how many historical events happen all over the world that we are affected by in different ways. In your discussion you can ask the following: 

Do you know when the first man walked on the moon? What year did this happen? Were you born yet? Were your parents born yet? What influence did this event have on world history?

Do you remember when Rabin, Peres and Arafat received the Nobel Peace Prize? What year did this happen? Were you born yet? Were your parents born yet? What influence did this event have on Middle East history?

Give the students Activity One Where Were You in ______? 

In class ask the students to fill out all the information they know about the year of the events and whether the event happened in their lifetime.

As homework, ask them to find the dates of the other events and ask their parents whether these events happened in their life time.

For more advanced classes, give the students Activity Two as well. Some classes may find this activity too difficult. Please feel free to modify if necessary.

Presentation

· Activity One

Ask the students to compare their answers about the year the events took place with their classmates. Since the students are the same age, their answers about whether the events happened in their lifetime should be the same.

Ask the students to compare their parents' responses. Because of age differences, not all the parents answers will be the same.

Ask each group to decide which event they and their parents remember the best. List their conclusions on the blackboard and discuss why they remember them more than any other event.

· Activity Two 

Ask the students to choose one of the events they remember best and write what they remember about it.

Ask the students to choose one of the events their parents remember best and what they remember about it.

Compare the lists of similar events.

Were there any events that both the students and their parents remembered? Did they remember the event in the same way? Discuss how parents and children remember events differently.

Student's Worksheet 1
To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Did It Happen in Your Lifetime?
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Activity One: Where Were You in ______? 

Many historical events happened around the world in your lifetime and your parents' lifetime, too.  A lifetime is from the time you were born until now. 

Part 1: Complete the missing information:

· The year is now _____________________.

· I was born in the year _____________________.

· My mother was born in the year _____________________.

· My father was born in the year _____________________.

Here is a list of historical events which happened in the last century. If you don't know when these things happened go to the Internet Site: Hyper History 

In what year did the event happen?

· Place a tick (() next to the events that happened in your lifetime.

· Place a tick (()  next to the events that happened in your parents' lifetime. If you don't know, ask them.

	Historical Event
	Year
	My Lifetime
	My Parents Lifetime

	First man on the moon
	
	
	

	John Lennon shot
	
	
	

	Israel signs a peace agreement with Egypt
	
	
	

	Sputnik sent to orbit
	
	
	

	Earthquake in Turkey
	
	
	

	Elvis Presley dies
	
	
	

	Yitzhak Rabin is assassinated
	
	
	

	Lady Diana becomes a princess
	
	
	

	El Nino is felt around the world.
	
	
	


Part 2
In small groups add four more historical events of the 21st century.
1. ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________

Which event above do you remember the best?  Why? 

Ask your mother and father which event they each remember the best?

Student's Worksheet  2
Activity 2

Choose one event that happened in your lifetime and answer the following questions: (you may choose an event from activity one)

1. Where were you when this event happened?

2. What do you remember about the event?

3. Do you think this event had an effect on your life or your family's life? 
Explain.

4. How you feel about the event at this time?

Interview your parents and ask them the same questions. 

1. Where were you when this event happened?

2. What do you remember about the event?

3. Do you think this event had an effect on your life or your family's life? 
Explain.

4. How you feel about the event at this time?

Do you and your parents feel the same way about the event?  Yes / No

If no, why do you think you feel differently?
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