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Compare Two Countries – Teacher's Guide

Overview

Some countries in the world may have large areas of land with small populations while other countries have large populations but little land. In this activity the students are going to compare various aspects of two countries. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Foundation and Intermediate (Grades 6-9)

Time

One 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Pairs or small groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... follow links on the Internet.

... search for specific information using the Internet.

... understand the usage of comparative adjectives.

Objectives

The students will be able to ...

... ask and answer questions about general topics.

... draw inferences.

... interpret information from visual data.

... use the correct forms of comparative adjectives.

Procedure

Ask the students if they know:

· which country is larger? Israel or France (Use a world map)

· which country is smaller? Switzerland or Kenya
· which country has a larger population? Australia or the USA

· which country has more rivers? Germany or Japan 

· which country has more airports? Canada or South Africa 

Ask the students to choose two countries they would like to compare. Give the students the activity, Compare Two Countries. Ask them to collect the information about their two countries from this Internet site: CIA - The World Factbook: Guide to Country Comparisons
Presentation

The students will prepare a poster that reports their findings. They will explain the information on the poster.
The students will state which of the finding they found surprising and why.

Student's Worksheet

A. Which country has a larger population, more airports, or televisions?

Go to CIA - The World Factbook: Guide to Country Comparisons

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Compare 2 Countries
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
	
	Israel
	
	Which has more?

	Geography

· Area
	__________ sq km
	
	

	· Land boundaries / border countries
	
	
	

	· Natural Resources
	
	
	

	· Natural hazards
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	People 
	
	
	

	· Population
	_________ million
	
	

	· Birth rate
	______births/1,000 population
	
	

	Communications
	
	
	

	· Telephones – 
main lines in use
	______
	
	

	· Telephones – mobile cellular 
	______
	
	

	Transportation
	
	
	

	· Airports
	______
	
	

	· Heliports
	______
	
	

	· Railways
	____________ km
	
	


B. Choose your own countries and repeat the instructions from the first exercise.
	
	
	_____________
	Which has more?

	Geography

· Area
	__________ sq km
	
	

	· Land boundaries / border countries
	
	
	

	· Natural Resources
	
	
	

	· Natural hazards
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	People 
	
	
	

	· Population
	_________ million
	
	

	· Birth rate
	______births/1,000 population
	
	

	Communications
	
	
	

	· Telephones – 
main lines in use
	______
	
	

	· Telephones – mobile cellular 
	______
	
	

	Transportation
	
	
	

	· Airports
	______
	
	

	· Heliports
	______
	
	

	· Railways
	____________ km
	
	


C. What information you found above surprised you?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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