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Mobile Phone Etiquette - Teacher's Guide
Overview

Do you turn off your mobile phone in the cinema or in class? Do you take your mobile phone with you everywhere? If asked to turn it off or put it on silent, do you? In this activity you will conduct a survey your classmates, teachers and other adults to see who has better mobile phone etiquette.

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Intermediate (Grades 8-11)

Time

Two or three 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Pairs or groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... write simple questions.

... interpret graphs and charts 

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... ask and answer questions.

... design different means for collecting information.

Procedure

Part One

Discuss some of the following:

· Why do you think there are so many mobile phones used today?

· Do you think that people abuse mobile phones? How? Why? 

· Do people communicate more with each other since the mobile phone has become more popular? 
· Do you think this communication is more meaningful?

· How did people communicate with each other before the mobile phone? Was it as effective?

Give the students the following quiz: Activity One - Mobile Phone Etiquette. Ask two students to collect the quizzes and report the class findings. 
· Do they think there would be a difference if the findings were reported according to sex? Why? 
· If adults answered these questions, would there still be a difference? Why?

Discuss: 
· What is mobile phone etiquette? Where are people not allowed to use a mobile phone? 
· Should there be rules for when to use mobile phones? 
· What rules should there be? 
· Do they believe that all people use or abuse mobile phones in the same way?

Part Two

Explain that they will be preparing a questionnaire and reporting their finding. Each pair or group of students will prepare at least 15 questions (no more than 20) about mobile phone usage. They may use some of the question from the quiz in Activity One. 

Ask the students to pose a research statement before they write their questions, for example: "Girls talk more on the mobile phone than boys." or "Teenagers are more responsible with their mobile phones than parents think." Their questions should ask about general usage and/or etiquette as well as questions that will help them prove (or disprove) their research statement. 

Here is a list of articles about mobile phones and teenagers that you and/or your students may find helpful. Please note that some of the articles listed here may 
be difficult for some students. If you do not have Internet access at school, print and photocopy for your students' use.

Wired News: She's Gotta Have It: Mobile Phone
Wireless firms look to tap teen market
Mobile Phone Etiquette
Opinion: Table for two, mobile phone or nonmobile phone?
Verizon Rings Out Mobile Phones’ Assets
Marketing to the Always-On Teen 

Presentation

Prepare a report explaining your findings. Include:

· A research statement 

· Why did you choose to research this?

· your interpretation of the questionnaire

· graphs or charts 

· your conclusion - What I learned from this survey? 
· Did the findings support my research statement? If not, why do I think?

Student's Worksheet

Cell Phone Etiquette – Activity

Circle the correct answer.
	1. How many people in your family have a mobile phone?

	1
	1-4
	More than 5

	2. How old were you when you got your first mobile phone?
 
	Less than 10
	11 – 14
	Older than 14

	3. How often do you talk on the mobile phone?

	Not often
	Often
	Very often

	4. Do you think you talk on the mobile phone too much?

	yes
	No
	Sometimes

	5. If you are asked to turn off your mobile phone, do you?

	Yes
	No
	Sometimes

	6. Who pays your mobile phone bill?

	Me
	My parents
	I don't know

	7. Do you turn off your mobile phone in class?

	Yes
	No
	Sometimes

	8. Do you turn off your mobile phone at the cinema?

	Yes
	No
	Sometimes

	9. Do you stop conversations to answer your mobile phone?

	Yes
	No
	Sometimes

	10. How do you feel if you forget your mobile phone at home?
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