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Biography - Teacher's Guide

Overview

Many people influence our lives. While some people influence us directly, others have an indirect influence on our daily lives. In this activity, the students will examine the life of someone who has had an impact on society and / or their lives. The students will be asked to prepare a biographical timeline that shows the highlights of that person's life, including a brief biography, pictures and a personal reflection on how that person has influenced society and / or the student's life.

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

.

Level

Foundation and Intermediate (Grades 6-10)

Time 
Three to four 45-minute lessons (including computer research and presentations)

Group Size
Pairs or small groups

Students' Prior Knowledge
The students can ... 

... follow links on the Internet. 

... write sentences and paragraphs.

... prepare a PowerPoint presentation or website. (optional)

Objectives
The students will be able to ... 

... understand the main ideas and significant details of a text.

... identify the sequence of events.

... use information tools such as a dictionary.

... present information with the help of visual aids.

... express personal ideas and opinions. 

Procedure

In pairs, ask the students to make a list of at least three people who have had an impact on society today. On the blackboard list or ask two students to list and then circle the five most popular choices. Discuss with the class why they believe these people were chosen (this may be written in Hebrew / Arabic). Ask the students to choose one person from the list and write at least two sentences explaining the person's influence on society (this may be done in Hebrew / Arabic).

Explain to the students that they will be asked to find information on the life of someone who has influenced their life or has influenced past or present trends in society. 

This activity can be done in two parts. Each part can be done alone or together.

· Part One: A Timeline. This should reflect the sequence of events in the person's life and include short explanations and pictures. The timeline can be the entire activity or be used as a basis for organizing the sequence of events for writing a biography in the next part.

Each group chooses one person who they believe has had an influence on them or society. Using the Internet, encyclopedia and other sources, they create a timeline of important events in the person's life. The timeline should include some or all of the following: birth, achievements and historical events which influenced them, death, deaths of family or friends, etc., as well as how and when this person influenced society. You may want to discuss with them what type of events can influence people or a society. Students may add pictures with captions where appropriate. Remind the students to cite where they found the information and pictures, including Internet sites with the full address, and the names of books with copyright dates and publisher. 

· Part Two: The Biography. The students will be asked to research not only the sequence of events in the person's life, but also reflect upon his / her influence. 

In this activity, the students will write a biography at least three paragraphs long of someone they feel has influenced them or society. It can be the same person as above. It should include the highlights of the person's life, events or people that influenced them and how this person has effected society. The students should also indicate why they chose this person. 

Paragraph one should state who the person is, when they he / she lived and died (if appropriate) and why the student chose this person. 

Paragraph two should include the person's achievements or a description of the people or events that influenced his / her life and how. 

Paragraph three should describe how the person has influenced society. 

The Guideline to a Biography activity will help the students organize their material.

Remind the students that they must cite their sources, including pictures. The bibliography must include the names of books with copyright dates and publisher, and Internet sites must include full addresses. 

The following Internet sites may be helpful. You should review these sites first and guide your students to those that will be the most helpful. If you are a good Internet searcher, ask your students for the name of the person they want to research and provide them with a more specific list of sites that will help them. 

· Biography.com
· About.com (links to sites)

· World History - Hyperhistory
Presentation

Ask the students to choose one of the following:

· Display a biographical timeline highlighting their subject's life, including pictures with captions.

· write a biography

· prepare a class presentation

· write and role-play an interview

Student's Worksheet

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Biography
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
As you research your biography, fill in the following information. It will help you later when you write the biography. If you cannot find all the answers, that's OK. Add any additional information that you think is important. Don't forget to write the names of your sources in the bibliography section below. 

1. Who are you writing about?

2. Why did you choose this person?

3. He/She was born _______________________________________.

    (month / day / year) 

4. He / She lived in ________________________________________.

5. He / she also lived in _____________________________________.

6. Today he / she lives in ____________________________________.

7. He / She studied ________________________________________.

8. He / She worked at ______________________________________.

9. List at least two reasons this person is well-known:

· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________

10. How do / did these any of these reasons affect our lives?


11. How did you find the answers to these questions?
Write your bibliography: 

           List the Internet sites and books you used to find your information.
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