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Who Invented It and When? – Teacher's Guide
Overview

Students will learn about inventors and their various inventions, some of which we use every day. 

The Internet site The History of Inventions is a timeline which contains information about a variety of inventors and their inventions. Your students will prepare a trivia quiz based on the information they find on this Internet site. The vocabulary in this site may be difficult for some students. Ask them to bring a dictionary to class. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Foundation and Intermediate (Grades 6-9)

Time

One 45-minute lesson (or more)

Group Size

Pairs or groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The student can ... 

... follow links on the Internet.

... read a timeline and fill in a worksheet.

... prepare questions for a trivia quiz.

... understand the meaning of dates, for example, 1673.

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... understand texts that may include grammatical structures and vocabulary with which they are unfamiliar and be able to infer their meaning.

... understand the main ideas and significant details of a text.

... use information tools.

... present information with the help of visual aids.

... identify the sequence of events. 

Procedure

Discuss which inventors students are familiar with, what they invented, when and where. For example, ask if any of the students knows when either the telephone or computer was invented? 

Activity One

Give the students Activity One: Trivia Game — Do You Know When It Was Invented?

In this game the students will be asked to guess when different inventions were invented, where, and by whom. They are then asked to go to the Internet site mentioned above and to fill in additional information on the quiz provided on the activity sheet. 

Make a timeline of these inventions and ask the students to complete it based on the chronological order of the inventions starting with the earliest date.

Activity Two

Review how to write Yes/No and Wh-questions.

Give the students Activity Two: Trivia Quiz: Who Invented It and When? Have the students choose three inventions from the Internet site not mentioned in Activity One and fill in the missing information in the chart.
Divide the students into groups of four to six. Ask each group to prepare at least 5 questions about one of the inventions. 

Presentation

Have the groups exchange their trivia quiz questions with other groups and see how many questions they can answer without checking any resources.

Variations on a theme

Prepare a timeline that stretches around the classroom. Ask the students to prepare a short presentation about their invention. The presentation should include a picture of the invention, the inventor (if they can find one) and a description. Ask them to arrange their presentations in the correct place in the timeline

Who Invented It and When? – Activity One

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Who Invented It and When
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Many of the things in our classrooms and homes were invented hundreds or thousands of years ago. Look at the items in the chart below. Can you guess when these were invented? Circle your guess.

1. Can you guess when the things listed below were invented? Circle your guess.

	What
	When
	Who
	Where

	Swimming pool
	2500 BCD or 1500 BCE
	
	

	Refrigerator
	1950 or 1911
	
	

	Frisbee
	1966 or 1948
	
	

	Microscope
	1764 or 1674
	
	

	Eye glasses
	1200 or 1400
	
	

	hot dog
	1920 or 1860
	
	

	Sliced bread
	1928 or 1682
	
	


2. Go to The History of Inventions to find out how many dates you got right.

3. Fill in the Who and Where columns of the chart using information from the Internet site.
4. Place the inventions above in the correct order of when they were invented from earliest to latest.
	Date
	Invention

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


5. How old were your father, mother, grandfather and grandmother when the Frisbee was invented?
a. Mother's age __________________

b. Father's age __________________

c. Grandmother's age __________________

d. Grandfather's age __________________

Trivia Quiz: Who Invented It and When?  - Activity Two

Choose three of the inventions from the Internet site you looked at in Activity One but did not write about.

	What
	When
	Who
	Where

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Choose 1 invention above. 

Prepare at least 5 questions about the inventions

Ask another group of students your questions and see if they can guess which invention you choose.
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