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We Didn't Start The Fire – Teacher's Guide

Overview

In this activity the students will listen to the song We Didn't Start the Fire by Billy Joel. They will learn about different historical events in the 20th century and explore how these events influenced other events and history.

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Intermediate - Proficiency (Grades 9-12)

Time

One or two 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Pair or small groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... understand the general meaning, main idea and sequence of events.

... identify different text types. 

... locate relevant information for a specific purpose. 

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... understand the general meaning, main idea and sequence of events and use this knowledge as needed.

Procedure

Ask the students if they know of two or more historical or important events that took place in the last year. Was there any relation between the events? Did any one event have any influence on another event? 

Tell the students that they are going to see a video based on a song by Billy Joel about historical and important events in the 20th century. 

Download to your computer, view live on the Internet or ask the students to view at home the YouTube video: We Didn't Start The Fire.

Give the students the worksheet, We Didn't Start the Fire. 

Part 1 - This activity asks the student to tick which person/event mentioned in the song. This activity lists people/events from the first two minutes of the song. This song is over four minutes long. You may want to listen to the entire song and add events from later on.

Part 2: Ask the students to use an encyclopedia or the Internet (suggested site - We Didn't Start the Fire (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/We_Didn%27t_Start_the_Fire). 

Write the date that the events, people or entertainment were mentioned from the list above. 

If you don't have access to the Internet, print the Wiki pages above and photocopy enough for the students to work in pair or small groups.

Part 3: Choose one event, person or piece of entertainment listed above. 

_____________________________ 

Go to the Internet site above and answer the following questions:

1. List at least 3 other events that were happening the same year as your event, person or piece of entertainment

a. __________________________________

b. __________________________________

c. __________________________________

2. Do you think this event, person or piece of entertainment had an important influence on history at that time or after that? Explain your answer.

Presentation
Present what you found in Part 3 of the worksheet.

We Didn’t Start The Fire By Billy Joel - Activity
To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: We Didn’t Start The Fire
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
You are going to hear a song by Billy Joel called, “We Didn’t Start The Fire”.

It is about events, people, and entertainment that happened in the latter half 20th century.

Part 1: Put a check (() next to the names of events, people or entertainment (movies, songs) you hear in the song. 

	H Bomb
	____
	Mickey Mantle
	____

	World War II
	____
	Sputnik
	____

	The Catcher in the Rye
	____
	Prince Charles 
	____

	Liberace
	____
	Ben Hur
	____

	Nasser
	____
	Space Monkey
	____

	Rock Around the Clock
	____
	Gemini II
	____

	Jail House Rock
	____
	Castro
	____

	Bardot
	____
	U2
	____

	Khrushchev
	____
	Sinatra
	____

	Trouble in the Suez
	____
	Psycho
	____


Part 2: Use an encyclopedia or the Internet (suggested site - We Didn’t Start the Fire). 

Write the date that the events, people or entertainment were mentioned from the list above.

Part 3: Choose one event, person or piece of entertainment listed above. 

_____________________________


Go to the Internet site above and answer the following questions:

1. List at least 3 other events that were happening the same year as your event, person or piece of entertainment

a. __________________________________



b. __________________________________



c. __________________________________


2. Do you think this event, person or piece of entertainment had an important influence on history at that time or after that? Explain your answer.
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