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Wacky Inventions – Teacher's Guide

Overview

People are always inventing new gadgets. Not all of them have been very useful and some of them are actually useless. In this activity the students will be looking at drawings of inventions which received patents, many of which are both useless and strange. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Intermediate and Proficiency (Grades 9-12)

Time

Two 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Pairs or groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... follow links on the Internet.

... write instructions.

... present the function and usage of an invention.

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... give and follow instructions.

... understand the structure and conventions of other text types.

... use information tools.

... cope with information that contains little or no redundancy.

... organize thoughts and opinions.

Procedure

Discuss 20th century inventions which are used everyday. 

Brainstorm and write on the board a list of these inventions. Option: Put a line through those inventions which were not around when you were the same age as your students. Sometimes it is hard for the students to realize that the television, fax and mobile phones were not around in 'your day'. 

Give the Wacky Invention Activity to the students. In the first part of the activity they will be introduced to the definition of an invention and how an invention receives a patent. 

In the second part of the activity they will learn about inventions which have patents, but are not very useful. 

Presentation

The students will present the invention they learned about in the activity to the class. They should include the following information in their presentation: 

· What the invention does

· Where it was invented

· Who invented the invention

· When it was invented

· Why it was invented

· How it works

· Why they think it is, or is not useful

· What changes they would make to improve it

Variations on a theme

The students can prepare their own invention. Have them include the information from above in a written report which will accompany a class explanation and optional demonstration.

Go to the Internet site National Inventors Hall of Fame and use the worksheets for research on more conventional inventions.

Wacky Inventions – Activity
To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Wacky Inventions
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Part One: What do you think is an invention? 

· Something that no one has ever made before.

· Something that was created.

· Something that was made by someone and accepted by laws of the patent office, as something never before seen and something useful.

What do you think? If you guessed 'a' then you're right, but not quite. If you guessed 'b' then you're right again, but not completely. Now, if you guessed 'c' then you are completely correct. 

What is a patent? Use one of the following dictionaries and find out. 

1. The 'Lectric Law Library's Lexicon
2. One Look Dictionary 

3. Dictionary.com
4. A paper dictionary such as The Oxford English Dictionary.

Compare two definitions. 

'Lectric's definition: _________________________________________

One Look's definition: _______________________________________


Paper dictionary ___________________________________________

Are the definitions similar?  

If yes, what do you think causes this confusion?

Part Two: Michael J. Colitz, Jr. is a registered patent attorney - it's his job to make sure that an invention is a true invention. His Internet site Wacky Patent of the Month, shows a collection of unusual inventions. 

Go to this Internet site and choose a year and month. Click View.

1. What is the name of the invention?

2. Who invented it? 

3. Where was it invented?

4. When was it invented?

5. What is its patent number?

6. What is the purpose of the invention? 

7. Draw a picture of the invention or copy a picture of it to your computer. 

8. Do you think this invention is useful?  Why or why not?

Part Three: Present your wacky invention to the class according to what you learned. What you would change to make the invention better? 
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