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To Blog or Not to Blog –Teacher's Guide

Overview

In this activity the students will discuss the positive and negative aspects of blogging. They will start their own blog and add comments to their classmates blog. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Intermediate - Proficiency (Grades 8-11)

Time

One lesson

Group Size

Individual

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... understand the general meaning, main idea and sequence of events.

... identify different text types. 

... locate relevant information for a specific purpose. 

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... understand the general meaning, main idea and sequence of events and use this knowledge as needed.

... express personal ideas and opinions

Procedure

· Discuss with the class: What is the difference between a blog and a personal diary?

· Open a class Blog on Blogger; https://www.blogger.com/start?pli=1 

· Read the information on Advanced Features – Group Blogging
· Ask the students to join the blog.

· Ask the students to read Read the rules of blogging behavior for this site. Techno Teens LIVE Blog Rules and FAQ and answer the questions on To Blog or Not to Blog – Student Activity 1.
· Ask the students to write their own blog - To Blog or Not to Blog – Student Activity 2.

Presentation

Ask your students to continue writing in the blog throughout the year. 

They should write in their blog at least once a week.

Discuss with the students about safe blogging. During the year ask the students if they have had any problems with blogging.

Check their blogs once a month to keep in touch with them. 

To Blog or Not to Blog – Student Activity 1
To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: To Blog or Not to Blog
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Read the rules of blogging behavior for this site. Techno Teens LIVE Blog Rules and FAQ. Answer the following.

1. Which rule do you agree with? Explain why.

2. Which rule do you not agree with? Explain why.

3. Do you have your own blog? Yes / No

a. If yes, state or list at least three reasons you started your own blog?

4. What do you have on your blog (pictures, lyrics, video etc.)?

a. If no, state or list at least three reasons why not. 

5. Would you like to have your own blog? Why or why not?

6. Why do you think people write inappropriate messages and profanity on other people's blogs?

7. How do you think you would react if someone wrote an inappropriate messages or profanity on your blog? 

To Blog or Not to Blog – Student Activity 2
Start your own blog in you class blog on Blogger.

Include answers to the questions from the Activity worksheet and at least three of the following:

· a picture or video (link) of your favorite place - Write two sentences explaining why you chose this picture or video.

· lyrics of your favorite song or poem - Write whose wrote the lyrics and in what year.

· a short biography of your favorite person.

· title, author and short review of the most recent book you read

· title and major actors of your favorite movie - Write at least two sentences explaining what part of the movie you liked the best. 

Add to your blog: 

I enjoyed / didn't enjoy writing a blog because____________________________

Part Two: Read at least two classmate's blogs. 

· Write a comment to at least three of your classmates' blogs. 

· Who's blog did you read? 

· Who's blogs did you write a comment? Why did you choose these blogs? 
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