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A Reason to Build Walls – Teacher's Guide

Overview

Throughout history, walls have been built around farms, homes, villages, towns and even countries. Some were built to protect people from enemies, while others were built to divide and define property lines. In this activity students will learn about a famous wall somewhere in the world. They will do research to find out who built it, its original purpose, and it's purpose today. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Intermediate and Proficiency (Grades 9 - 12)

Time

Three to four 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Small groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... follow links on the Internet.

... search for specific information using the Internet.

... summarize information. 

Optional: The students are familiar with PowerPoint, HTML or other types of multimedia presentations.

Objectives

The students will be able to ...

... understand the main idea and supporting details of a text.

... discuss themes and conflicts.

... compare and contrast themes from personal perspective.

... reflect how cultural practices affect various cultures.

Procedure 

Discuss with the students the purpose of walls. Physical walls and non-physical walls are usually put up for the same reason, to separate people from one another. What different kinds of walls do people put up between them? How do they do it? Why?

Option: Read the Robert Frost poem "Mending Wall"
· What does this poem have to say about tolerance?

· "Good fences make good neighbours"? What does this mean here? 

· What is being "walling in" and "walling out"?

Below is a list of eight famous walls from around the world. Ask the students to choose one wall and complete the following worksheet: A Reason for Building Walls. 

· Lucca, Italy
· Derry City, Ireland
· Western Wall, Israel
· Berlin Wall, Germany - Wiki

· Chronicle of the Berlin Wall
· "The Wall"  - The National Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.

· Great Wall of China
· Hadrian's Wall, Scotland
You can find additional sites on the Internet if you search for the wall’s name using quotation marks, for example: "Great Wall of China, "Berlin Wall", "Hadrian's Wall"

Please check all sites before sending students to them. The language level of some of sites may be inappropriate for your class.

Presentation

Prepare a report about the wall. The report should include answers to at least five of the following:

a. Who (people, country) built the wall, where, and when? 

b. How long did it take to build? 

c. What material did they use to construct the wall?

d. Who actually constructed of the wall? 

e. What was the purpose of the wall?

f. Did the wall succeed in its purpose? Why or why not?

g. How much of the wall is left today?

h. Who visits the wall and why?

The students should provide a bibliography of the resources they used to complete the activity.

A Reason to Build Walls – Activity
To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity A Reason to Build Walls 
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
The wall we choose is: _____________________________________

It is located in __________________, ________________. 

(city) 


   (country)

In your presentation, include the answer to at least five of the following questions:

a. Who (people, country) built the wall, where, and when? 

b. How long did it take to build? 

c. What material did they use to construct the wall?

d. Who actually constructed of the wall? 

e. What was the purpose of the wall?

f. Did the wall succeed in its purpose? Why or why not?

g. How much of the wall is left today?

h. Who visits the wall and why?

Include a bibliography. The bibliography must include the names and complete Internet addresses.
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