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Music Reflects the Times

Teacher's Guide

Overview

Throughout history, popular music has reflected the mood and opinions of the times. By exploring lyrics of popular songs, students can analyze issues such as industrialization, reform, and revolution to answer the following question: "How does society respond to change?" In this activity, students will select a popular musical group or musicians, choose lyrics to one song, identify important events that happened in the musicians’ lifetime, and reflect on the effect these events may have had on the musicians and their music. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Intermediate and Proficiency (Grades 9 - 12)

Time

Three to four 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Small groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... follow links on the Internet.

... search for specific information using the Internet.

... summarize information. 

Objectives

The students will be able to ...

... express personal wishes, ideas and opinions.

... understand the main idea and supporting details of a text.

... draw inferences.

... discuss themes and conflicts.

Procedure

1. Discuss how music reflects changes in society. Here are some suggestions of music that reflects the era it was produced.
· "Roll Over Beethoven" - Chuck Berry (1956) 

· "The Times They Are A Changin’" - Bob Dylan (1964)

· "Revolution #1"- The Beatles (1968)

· "Anarchy in the UK" - Sex Pistols (1977) 

· "Smells Like Teen Spirit" - Nirvana (1991)

What piece of music do they think reflects today's world?
2. Ask the students to choose a song from the list above. They should find at least two important historical events that happened in the years prior to the song’s publication that they think had some influence on the musician or artists, lyrics and music. They should explain how the influence of political, social and / or economic conditions is reflected in the lyrics. They can use: Music Reflects the Times Activity

The following Internet sites will help:
The History Channel
Hyper History
Timeline of British History
National Museum of American History
Presentation

Prepare a presentation about the song (lyrics) and the musician(s) who performed it. 

The presentation should include:

· why you chose this song and musicians.

· examples of how the lyrics reflect the times during which the song was written or performed.

· what world events may have had an influence on the lyrics and musician(s).

· how the lyrics and / or musician(s) may have influenced world events.

Variations on a Theme

Choose a song you like. Prepare a presentation about the song (lyrics), the musician(s) who wrote it and how the world influenced them and / or they influenced the world.
Music Reflects the Times – Activity

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Music Reflects the Times 
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
The song I chose is: ____________________________________ .

· The song was published in the: 1950’s - 1960’s - 1970’s - 1980’s - 1990’s
· The lyrics were written by: _______________________________ .

· The music was written by: _______________________________ .

· The song was sung by: _________________________________ .

The History:

List at least two historical events you think influenced this song. 

Historical Event: ______________________________________________

· When did it happen?

· Where did it happen?

· What people or countries were involved?

· Why did this happen?

· How did this event affect the political, social, and / or economic conditions of the people or countries?

· List at least three examples from the lyrics that reflect the event. 

Historical Event: ________________________________________

· When did it happen?

· Where did it happen?

· What people or countries were involved?

· Why did this happen?

· How did this event affect the political, social, and / or economic conditions of the people or countries?

· List at least three examples from the lyrics that reflect the event. 

Historical Event: -_________________________________________________

· When did it happen? 

· Where did it happen? 

· What people or countries were involved?

· Why did this happen?

· How did this event affect the political, social, and / or economic conditions of the people or countries?

· List at least three examples from the lyrics that reflect the event. 
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