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Inventions - Scavenger Hunts 

Teacher's Guide

Overview 

The students will scan an Internet site to answer questions about inventors and inventions. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Foundation and Intermediate (Grades 6-9)

Group Size

Pairs

Time

One 45-minute lesson

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... navigate an Internet site.

... scan for specific information

Objectives

The students will be able to ...

... understand significant details of a text.

... extract information from visual data.

... locate relevant information for a specific purpose. 

Procedure

The following activity pages ask students to skim and scan an Internet site in order to answer questions about inventions. If you do not have Internet access, you may print the pages from the Internet for the students to work on in class. 

Activity 1 - Kids Invent Too - In this activity students are asked to match parts of sentences about children whose ideas became modern inventions. 
Website - Children of Invention 

Activity 2 - It Happened by Mistake - In this activity students are asked to guess which everyday invention is being described. 
Website - Inventions: Food
Activity 3 - What Was Invented First - In this activity students are asked to decide which invention was invented first. 
Website: Timeline of Everyday Inventions
Activity 4 - Invention or Discovery - In this activity students are asked to decide if the product was an invention or a discovery. 

Website - Invention or Discovery
Presentation

Ask the students to make up their own scavenger hunt.

Inventions: Kids Invent Too - Activity 1

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Inventions – Treasure Hunts
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Go to the Internet site Children of Invention 

According to the information from this Internet site, complete the sentences by matching part A, B and C.

	A
	B
	C


	At age 14
	Jeanie Low
	invented the pocket-diaper.



	At age 11
	Pamela Sica
	invented the edible spoon-shaped cracker.



	At age 6
	Theresa Thompson
	invented a push-button devise to raise the floor of a car.


	At age 8
	Chelsea Lannon
	invented the Kiddie Stool.



	At age 8
	Suzanna Goodin
	invented a solar tepee.




1. At age 14 Pamela Sica invented a push-button devise to raise the floor of a car.
2. ____________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________


4. ____________________________________________________________

Choose one invention above. Write at least one more sentence about the inventor or invention.

Inventions: It Happened by Mistake – Activity 2

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Inventions – Treasure Hunts
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Go to the Internet site Inventions: Food

Part A. Complete the sentence with the invention.

1. He didn't have time to stop and eat so ordered some food to be put in between to pieces of bread.  This became the first __________________.


2. He saw that a man selling ice cream ran out of dishes. So he rolled some pastry and put the ice cream inside the first _______________________.


3. She had no more baking chocolate so she broke pieces of semi-sweet chocolate into the dough to make the first _______________________.


4. A cold winter night caused the soda and water to freeze. The next morning we ate the first ____________________________________.


5. You don't like them thick, then eat them very thin, said the chef as he put the first ________________________________ on the plate. 

Chocolate Chip Cookies                 Popsicles                   Sandwiches

Potato Chips                     Ice Cream Cones

B. What year did the mistake happen?
	Chocolate Chip Cookies 
	1905



	Popsicles
	1700's



	Sandwiches
	1930



	Potato Chips
	1904



	 Ice Cream Cones
	1853




Inventions: What Was Invented First – Activity 3

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Inventions – Treasure Hunts
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Go to the Internet site: Timeline of Everyday Inventions

Put an X next to the invention that was invented first.

	1. 
	____ typewriter
	or
	____ adding machine



	2. 
	____ desktop computer
	or
	____ laser light



	3. 
	____ telephone
	or
	____ matches



	4. 
	____ tape recorder
	or
	____ air conditioning



	5. 
	____ IBM personal computer
	or
	____ electronic computer



	6. 
	____ compact microwave
	or
	____ home video recorder



	7. 
	____ the Internet
	or
	____ picturephone in US



	8. 
	____ cellular phones in U.S
	or
	____ facsimile (fax) machine



	9. 
	____ abacus
	or
	____ ball-point pen



	10. 
	____ automatic dishwasher
	or
	____ rubber bands


Inventions: Invention or Discovery - Activity 4

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Inventions – Treasure Hunts
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Go to your dictionary and define the following:

Invention:  ____________________________________________________

Discovery: ____________________________________________________

Part 1: Go to the Internet site: Invention or Discovery
According to the Internet site decide:

· What year was it invented or discovered?

· According to the definitions above do you think it was invented or discovered?

	
	Year
	Invention / Discovery

	Atom
	
	

	Hot Air Balloon
	
	

	Camera
	
	

	Coca-Cola
	
	

	E = mc2 
	
	

	motorcycle
	
	

	paper
	
	

	seat belt
	
	

	solar energy
	
	

	toilet
	
	


Choose one of the inventions or discoveries above or a different one from the Internet site. Why do you think it was an invention or discovery?
Part 2: Can you solve these riddles? The Internet site above will help
1. What invention was partly made in Germany, then France and then the U.S.A?

2. Some scientists believe that this explains how everything began.

3. It started as ENIIC in the 1830's and finally became personalized in 1976. 

4. We first heard the music in Don Juan (1926). Then we heard the words in the Jazz Singer (1927). 
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