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Hoax or Real - Teacher's Guide

Overview

Many people believe what they see, others believe what they read and still others believe what they hear. Sometimes newspapers and televisions report news only to find out that it was a hoax. Television shows have been created to show how often people believe hoaxes played on them. In this activity students will read about a hoax that actually happened and report what was the hoax, who created it and why?
Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Intermediate or Proficiency (Grades 9-12)

Time

Two 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Pairs or small groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... search the Internet.

... identify fact from fiction. 

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

...interact for purpose such as agreeing and disagreeing.

... express ideas and opinions.

... draw inferences.

... extract relevant information.

Procedure

According to the Oxford dictionary, a hoax is, "a trick to make people believe something that is not true, especially something unpleasant" while a prank is, "a trick that you play on somebody as a joke". 

Ask the students if anyone has ever played a hoax or prank on them. If yes, ask them to say what it was, what their reaction was, and why they believe their friend did it. 

Discuss why some people react well and others do not react well to hoaxes and pranks. 

Present this hoax to the class:

Israeli authorities seized a consignment of 80,000 cans of dog food disguised as gourmet goose liver pate. The Bulgarian product was originally marked as "Chicken for dogs" but was relabeled "Domestic birds' liver pate" and "Pate de foie gras". The importer had also forged a kosher certificate to fulfill the requirements of Jewish dietary law.
I wonder if anyone would have realized what they were actually eating, or if they would have figured it was just weird tasting pate. 

http://www.museumofhoaxes.com/hoax/weblog/comments/1661/ 
Don't worry this doesn't only happen in Israel. One of the comments written about this hoax came from someone in the US who wrote:

There was a similar case in Boston in 1992, I think -- dog food sold as meatball sandwiches.

Ask your students to go to the Museum of Hoaxes and choose a hoax from Hoaxes throughout History, Galleries or Categories. 
They should report a hoax using the activity sheet Hoax or Real.

Presentation

Prepare a written report, a radio broadcast or television documentary about the hoax you read.

Hoax or Real – Activity
Many people believe what they see, others believe what they read and still others believe what they hear. 

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity

· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Hoax or Read
· The Internet site The Museum of Hoaxes to help you.
Choose one of the hoaxes listed.

Report to your class:

· Where was the hoax done? 

· What people or product were part of the hoax? 

· Where did the news of the hoax first appear (newspaper, magazine, radio, television, Internet)? 

· What was the hoax? 

· Who was the hoax played on? 

· Did many people believe the hoax? How do you know? 

· How do you know that it was a hoax and not a true story?.
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