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My Birthday in History

Teacher's Guide

Overview

In this activity the students will find out about historical events which took place on the day or in the year they were born. They will be asked to prepare the front page of a newspaper depicting the historical events or important people born on their birth date or in the year they were born.

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Foundation Intermediate and Proficiency (adaptable to all grades)

Time

Two to four 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Individual, pairs or groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ...

... follow links on the Internet.

... fill in a chart.

... write sentences. 

Objectives

The students will be able to ...

... get meaning from text by using decoding and global reading skills.

... get the main ideas and significant details of a text.

... use information tools.

... compare common patterns of behavior and interaction in different cultural settings.

... compare cultural practices with their own.

Procedure

Discuss the fact that each day of the year has some historical event related to it. Ask the students if they know of any important historical events which happened on their birthday.

Tell the students that they are going to be reporters for a newspaper called My Day in History. They will be asked to prepare the front page of this newspaper. It may include an advertisement, comic strip, or want ad. If you have an advanced class, you may want to do an entire newspaper.

Instead of many individual newspapers, your students could work in pairs or groups according to months, and the paper can be called Our Month in History. Of course, the students can choose any name for their newspaper to make it more personal.

Please note:

Some of the vocabulary on the Internet may be difficult for your students. Have a dictionary available to help them understand the more difficult words.

Reinforce that the names of people and places begin with capital letters. This will help the students identify the people, places and events in the activity.

Activity One — The students will collect information about the historical events or people born on their birthday. 
· Part One: They will find events that happened on the present date in history. 
· Part Two: They are asked to choose their birth date and locate events that happened on that day.
Activity Two (higher level); Activity Two - A (lower level) — The students will be collecting more detailed information. The students may use the Internet or other resources to get additional information about one event and one famous person they learned about in Activity One. The questions in this activity will help the students prepare for writing a newspaper article or short composition. 
They can use the following sites to gather additional information: 

National Geographic — http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ 
Infoplease.com — http://www.infoplease.com/dayinhistory
About.com — http://www.about.com/  (search engine)

The History Channel — http://www.historychannel.com/ 
Presentation

Each student should prepare the first page of their newspaper My Day in History. You may want to discuss what parts of a newspaper appear on the front page. What makes it different from the rest of the paper? What makes the main headline special? What makes headlines special? If the students prepare their paper on a computer, they may want to add pictures which they can find on some of the Internet sites mentioned above.

The front page should include: 

· the name of the newspaper

· a headline

· one article (short composition) about an event

It can also include an advertisement, comic strip or want ad.

My Birthday in History – Activity One

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: My Birthday in History
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Part One

Every day of the year something happens. 

What happened in history today? 

Go to the Internet site Infoplease: This Day in History 
Choose two of the events or people you find on Today in History and fill in the table below.

What is the date today? _____________________

	Year it happened
	Person or Event
	Place it happened
	Extra: 
What happened?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Part Two

1. When is your birthday? ____________________________________

i. month / day / year

2. Do you know a famous person born on the same date as your birthday?

       If yes, who? ________________________________________________

3. Do you know if something important in history happened on the same date as your birthday? 

      If yes, what? ________________________________________________

4. Scroll to the bottom of the Internet site: Infoplease: This Day in History 


Choose the month and type in the day you were born. 
For example: Jan 23. Click on Go.


You will get a list of historical events that happened on your birth date and famous people born on that date.

5. Fill in the information in the table below. 

I was born on (month) ________________ (day) __________.

	Year it happened
	Person or Event
	Place it happened
	Extra: 
What happened?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


My Birthday in History – Activity Two

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: My Birthday in History
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Use an encyclopedia, the Internet, or the library to find additional information about one event and one famous person from Activity One.

The following questions may help you while you are searching.

You may add additional questions.
An event:

1. What caused the event to happen?

2. Who caused the event to happen?

3. What were the short term results of the event?

4. What were the long term results of the event?

5. Who was affected by the event?

6. Other questions:

A person:

1. What did the person do to become famous?

2. When did the person live?

3. Who or what was affected by this person?

4. List at least three things this person is known for?

5. Other questions:

My Birthday in History – Activity Two A

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: My Birthday in History
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Use an encyclopedia, the Internet, or the library to find additional information about one event and one famous person from Activity One.

The following questions may help you while you are searching.

You may add additional questions.

An event:

1. What happened?

2. What year did it happen?

3. Where did it happen?

4. Why did it happen?

5. Who was helped or hurt by the event?

6. Other questions:

A person:

1. When was this person born?

2. Where did this person live?

3. What is this person famous for?

4. Other questions:
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